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Beechwnod a small Bayside, |8

: nmghbnrhood tucked between First -
Court Road and Northampton Bou-
levard; stands as living testament to

more than 100 years of black histo-
ryin this area.” -

Settled by blacks “in the late -
1800s, it became the first real home-
for families who were struggling to .

- put down roots after hundreds- of
years: of the rootlessness of slavery.

‘Leola Ames Williams; 83, the old-
est resident in Beechwood, heard

—-<ther- community’s story straight’
ﬁumthemnuthsofherAmes'
grandfath&r and ‘grandmother, who
were_among the nelghborhood s
foundmgmembers §

‘Williams was bommBeechwood B
was raised in the neighborhood by |
her grandparents and hasnt left to:: |
this day. ; :

It!SDﬂBOfl.ZlDW- e, mostly -

black neighborhoods that the city
decided 20 years -ago to invest in-
after these areas were left behind -
by Virginia Beach’s development

" boom.’ Thecttyhasspentsstlmﬂ
lion in federal grants and local
funds to extend “public water and
sewer lines, pave dirt roads and re-
habilitate * housing in  the
neighborhoods.

. Even with the redevelopment ef-
forts, Beechwood virtually has been
immune to the changes that have

: t‘o].lowed in the other targeted

& . Few new residents
have moved mto_ Beechwood, and
!)usmesses havg not fo]lowe_d the o004 because he was

" improvements hke they have inoth- nearby Little CreekNavaI Ampln
er areas.

Before Williams came along, both d

her grandparents were working as
sharecroppers at Church Point :
m which is now the Church ‘u‘ wl:kei
 Point neighborhood across the road ﬁy;maﬂemﬁﬂ Road‘
from Beechwood. The Ames family  wijliams recalled. And almost ev
lived in one of a group of Ny  eryone who lives in Beechwood al

.+ homes built for sharecroppers In - tends the church. -
 the vicinity of what is Bayville Park  Like Williams' family; Arnold p'ut'
- today. . his roots down in Beechwood. He'

/A benevolent man named W.D.  pyiit the home where he would live-
Wettmore, as Williams recalls it, when he retired from the Navy in
owned what is now Beechwood. He 1965, And that same year, long bé-
sold the families land in the late  fore the words “neighborhood pres-

ls‘i“l;so Wﬂhmﬁsts?o%t $35 ¢ ervation” were heard, Arnold also . #i5aa o =2\ ) : o ;
ppa said I an acre, I pyrchased a second lot and built : . About B -
w" she went ﬁ;?g'agl‘andfad another house, which he rents to - o Bulfon Station o Queen City e ﬂ;usese;m . ﬁ
was coming o wvery and * white tenants. . s :
Mr. Wettmore felt for the bla hs far 2 most Virginia Beach @ Newsome Farm o Newlight Wi stk
. A.l:ld they Cau‘-?d their ﬁ!‘s}, real residents go, Arnold quahﬁes as a l.ak Smith . a £ . uninhabitable: 2 This is the sixt!
neighborhood “Beechwood” be-  longtime member of the communi- e smi racetown - of 10 profiles o
cause of the trees, she added. ty. Arnold, Williams and their 100 : ‘ : ; : B Population at start: 90 city's Target
To this day, Williams said, she or so neighbors are what -makes- o Reedtown @ Mill Dam I Percentage of land undeveioped: 31% Neighborhoods
and S mss Yiing e i TadiruAd v n e oy~ ot © Atiantic Park @ Beechwood WWork completed: Water, sewer, streets,  Next: A look
- cousins live. She is kin to almost “It's a nice neighborhood. We . P - drainage, housing work completed. ;ﬂu':dna"'” in
" everyone on her street. Everyone - Seatack" . Q Doyletown, B Public money invested: $1.6 million a:‘s [
that is, but ncighbor James. CATEES R DR Px’mmﬂmgpa% LTS e :"“iglééi'r{fﬁ’ﬁ%ﬁ# iﬁ&ﬁim?ﬁi?ﬁﬁﬁ"ﬁﬁ*ﬁugﬁfﬁﬁﬁ\‘:*i ¥



Continued from prmous page

never had any' trouble,” Amold
said. “Nobody’s rowdy % .
Although Arnold is from Arkan
sas, he is carrying on one early
Beechwood tradition. He is one of b; :
the last neighbors to raise fruits
and vegetables the way, everyone_,
there did years ago, . -
Although Arnold works‘ as. a‘fur~
niture upholsterer in Norfolk, he
also tends to a big vegetable garden
from which he sells collards in the
fall, and he raisesa crop of sweet -
potatoes on a neighbor’s land, .
In the old days, all - Beechwood 'Ihesenewho:nesarelowtedonHookl.ane Beedmd’smnmd
Desn:lents made thelr hvmg Earm ¢ which “hooks' ﬁomF-stComqummdmdbaokhmcanaﬂn.
illi -The tmfﬁc on Northampton Bou-y -~ = T

marketbyhorseandbuggy 17 : y
every house also’} 0g' rom the mten_nr of the eighbor-_
T dest hoqse Beech-

ﬁavor to the' nelghbmhood
The bxg dﬂ‘ferenoe, Amold said,:

i nwater On ihe ‘other hand, Arl
olgj_o'old'-'well":'still s_elves to water

Beechwood’s main road miakes’ ,Chaoges in the infrastructure has
“hook” from First Court ‘Road "mot really altered Beechwood’s
around and back to Flrst Court . character ejther, even though some
- again. -~ . new houses have been built along
~Though commumty development' - Hook Lane and First Court Road.
funds paved Hook Lane; bmught in : 'nelghborhood hasn t
sewer and water, and helped reha-: changed much,” Williams said. “We |
bilitate more than half the houses, lt ~always had a. nice ‘quiet place. Nev- |
dido’t drastlcally change Beech- - er had “any. crime. Reqevelopment J
L ]ustmadeltbetter” i Lo

wood’s appeamnoe

ofhlledland—
andhugeim&s z
o some the

still lend a.rural
flavor to the
neighborhood.

' Staff photos
by STEVE EARLEY




