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“tlmc:helped develop
an integrated setting -
one resident called

‘An ideal commumtyt:' :

'BY LORI A. DENNEY
STAFFWRITER. -

In 1977 skephc:sm m Newsome
Fa:mmnrampant. 5

“Bigwigs” from the mty came
into the neighbarhood announcing
plans to rehabilitate dilapidated
homes, construct a drainage sys-
tem, pave the roads and add con-
crete sidewalks. 3

Ofﬁcxa]s pmszed that every'

be connected to city water and
Sewer.

Twenty years ago, the city de-
cided to invest in 12 low-income,
mostly black neighborhoods, like
Newsome Farm, that had been left- §
behind by Virginia Beach’s devel- -
opment boom. The city has spent
more than $50 million in federal:
and local funds since then to ex--
tend public water and sewer lines;
pave dirt roads and x:ehabl]ltate
housing in the neighborhoods. -.;

All of these improvements,.
Newsome Farm residents said. -
they were told, would take. place -
over a 10-year span. It was three
years before the work actua]ly |
started. ~E

) Staff photos by CHARLES MEAD
were huiltthrough lowintemst loans and other programs offered by the Virginia Beach
a Housing Devalopment&nﬁmty The mmalmngdwe{opmentcamefmm pnvatedevelopers

[9 Newsome Farm

“Miracles. That's what some
thought we were being pmnnsed o
said Sadye Shaw, a longtime resi-
dent and president of the New-
some Farm Civic League. “They
(residents) didn’t trust city gov-
ernment and it was hard for us to
get them to trust what was going
to be'done.” - ;

At the time the nmghborhood,..
off Newtown Road in the Bayside
area just west of Lake Edward
North and south of -Lynnbrook =
Landing, was cumpnsed of some
70 homes built on old farm land.

When Shaw’s husband, Norman,

And the change of
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he had been there for years.

Throughout the improvement
ears and even now the civic
sague has remained a driving

wee. .
“The best lesson we ever had
ras when the nursing home
pened,” said Shaw, a retired pro-
ram:advisor for emotionally dis-
wbed children with the city of
‘orfolle: “We struggled to keep the

‘peace we had in here. There were .
all kinds of businesses applying to .

come in. Green got into e\rery-
body’s eyes.”

Several times homeowners were .

approached by companies trying

to buy property in the neighbor-.

hood. Rather than fight each other
about who would sell to whom, the

residents came up with an infor-
mal agreement. They decided that
whenever anyone was approached

to sell his or her property, the civ-

ic'league would be informed and
would vote on whether to allow
the sale or not, said Shaw.

" Along - with the nursing home
* that fronts directly on Daniel

Smith Road, the neighborhood has

a smattering of businesses and or-
ganizations including a church,
two service garages, a Chinese
cultural club and a trucking
concern. ’

Most, except for the cultural
club and nursing home, were al-
ready ‘there when the redevelop-

ment started
- Since the agreement made years
ago, members of the neighborhood

_have voted several times to not al-

low a business in. Nor did they
want apartment buildings built,
said Shaw. They are only interest-
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ed in having single family homes
built.

Prior to redevelopment the
neighborhood was comprised of
mainly black families.

The first seven homes built as
part of the redevelopment were
built through low interest loans
and other programs offered by
the Virginia Beach Community
Development Corporation and
the Virginia Housing Develop-
ment Authority. The remaining
development came from private
developers. Most of the newer
homes have been bought by an
equal number of white and black
families, said Shaw.

“Now, we have the whole gam-
ut of folks. Blacks, whites, island-
ers, you name it and we have it,”
said Shaw. “We integrated with
no problems. Now, we feel we're
an ideal community.”

Seventy-three-year-old Luvenia
M. Tyson agreed. She's raised
five children in Newsome Farm
and has no desire to leave.

“Tt's a nice neighborhood,” said
Tyson, who lives on Connie Lane.
“Everyone tries to look out for
each other.”

It's not unusual to see neigh-
bors sharing a vegetabie garden
or helping to spruce up an older
person’s yard, Tyson said.

One of her neighbors even
went out and bought her a new
window air conditioner when the
heat became unbearable last
summer.

“It’s not even unusual for a
neighbor to knock on the door
and say, ‘I need a hug today,” ”
said Tyson. “And, of course, they
get it.”

If you blinked twice you'd miss
Newsome Farm altogether. Even
with the improvements, complet-
ed in 1991, the neighborhood has
kept a homey atmosphere, even
though it's just blocks from one
of the area’s busiest corridors,
Newtown Road.

Today, the neighborhood, com-
posed of five main streets and a
few, smaller, side streets, is
home to some 200 or more
residents.

“There have been so many pos-
tive changes,” Shaw said. “And
‘he change of the residents’ atti-
-udes has been tremendous.
[here’s real pride in ownership.”

Last year, residents held their
irst block party, an event they
10pe to do every year, said Shaw.

Residents also worked on a
rard sale and bake sale to raise
noney for a neighborhood bas-
tetball court.
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Robert Black, a Newsome Farm resident, stands with pride in front of his
manicured yard and a house witha new front porch. With the improvements,
completed in 1991, the neighborhood has kept a homey atmosphere, even
though it's just blocks from one of the area’s busiest corridors.

Phato courtesy of City of Virginia Beach
This dilapidated home in Newsome Farm was an example of the some 70
that were built on old farm land off Newtown Road in the Bayside area.



